30                    BETTER VILLAGES

breeding ; and a few good cattle are worth many bad ones.
Farm horses in England work on the average for twenty
years. The average working life of a bullock is probably
not more than six years, whereas if it was really well fed
all the year round, well kept and fairly treated, it would
work for perhaps twice as long. What a saving of
capital!

The capitalist. He should devote his capital to the
financing of farming and the development of the land and
of rural industries. He must discourage all waste and
extravagance and refuse to advance an anna for unproduc-
tive expenditure. He must nurse the village through bad
times and encourage all kinds of thrift, saving and develop-
ment.

The shopkeeper. He must always look for better seeds
and crops and implements and try to push their sale, while
for the housewife he must stock household necessities and
useful medicines and utensils, and materials which her skill
may use to make .her home bright.

The artisan. He must learn new and better ways of
processing the produce of the farm, so that as little as
possible need be dumped raw and unprocessed on the market
to the loss of himself and the village. He must learn to do
running repairs to the improved implements of the farmer,
and some of them he can even make himself, as well as quite
a lot of other useful things for home and village.

The village official. Be he doctor, patwari, postmaster,
schoolmaster or any other of the many officials who serve
the countryside, he must be definitely on the side of the
angels. He must discourage quarrelling, faction, law-
breaking, bribery and crime. He must encourage thrift,
savings banks, co-operative societies, better seed, better
fanning, better homes, better games, better everything.